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MEMORANDUM 


DATE: May 10, 1962 

TO: The Vice President 

FROM: 

RE: 


The deterioration of the military situation in Laos continues unabated. 

While conversation continues about a political solution, there is certainly 

less likelihood that such a solution is possible, particularly as far as the 

Communists are concerned. The Communist Headquarters in Laos is now 

calling for immediate assaults on the central and southern portions of the 

country to complete the victory. 

♦ 

Another appeal was made on 9 May to the King for him to urge both 
sides to accept the long tendered formula. In the course of the conversation 
the King made it clear that he would not accept a politicali^influential role in 
any new government. The official who met with the King was subsequently 
scheduled to meet with the Communist Chief, Souphannouvong, who didn’t 
even show up for the meeting. 

Amid U. S. protestations to Moscow and other capitals for support of 
actions to achieve political settlement, the U. S. withdrew financial and 
military support of General Phoumi in an attempt to force his acceptance of 
the political solution. Phoumi and his group then took off on an extensive 
tour aimed at gaining physical and moral support for his military efforts 
as well as his political position. In a counter move the United States informed 
all of its Embassies where Phoumi was scheduled to visit to seek full support 
of the U. S. position in the dispute. The Thais reluctantly supported the U. S. 
as did Diem in Saigon. He said, however, that he had little or no faith what- 
soever in the U. S. proposal. On the other hand, in Taipei Cliang refused to 
support the U. S. position because of his fundamental disagreement with it. 

He pointed out that he had in the past supported U. S. proposals when he 
was in complete disagreement, but the present one was in such conflict with 
his principles that he could not do it. He made it clear that he would not 
under any circumstances support a position which caused any country or 
people to submit to the Communists or to engage in a coalition which would 
inevitably be taken over by the Communists. 
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You will recall the Presidents earlier decision, quite emphatically 
jfstated, that the United States would not dispatch troops to Laos. With the 
^Soviet airlift into Laos, it became clear as early as a year ago that a 
military solution could quickly be achieved by the Communists. On the 
political side, the solution which the U. S. proposed, even with its concessions 
to the Communists in the coalition government, was not subject to acceptance. 

" While the loss of Laos is unfortunate to say the least, it is even more 
- ominous to other nations in Southeast Asia. The most serious impact will 
be felt in Thailand and certainly in South Vietnam. 
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